
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD REPORT 

MEETING DATE: June 15, 2006    ITEM NO. _______ 
    
 

CASE NUMBER/ 
PROJECT NAME 

28-DR-2006 
Mescal Park Equestrian Arena Lighting 
   

LOCATION 11015 N. 68th Place 

REQUEST Request approval for shielded, controlled lighting to the equestrian 
arena.           
 

OWNER City of Scottsdale 
480-312-4138 
 

ENGINEER DH Lighting Solutions  
602-867-4263 

ARCHITECT/ 
DESIGNER 

      
      

APPLICANT/  
COORDINATOR 

Judy Weiss 
The City of Scottsdale 
480-312-2416 
 

BACKGROUND Zoning. 
The site is zoned Open Space (O-S) District.  This zoning district allows for 
Municipal Uses such as parks and recreational facilities subject to a Municipal 
Use Master Site Plan approval. The original Mescal Park Master Plan was 
approved in 1986 (Case 48-UP-86), and was recently amended to allow the 
equestrian arena to be lighted for extended park hours in February 2006 (Case 
48-UP-86#2). 
 
Context. 
The site is located at the northeast corner of 68th Place and Mescal Street.   
 
Adjacent Uses and Zoning: 
• North Single Family Residential (R1-35), which is the North  

  Scottsdale Estates Unit 2 residential subdivision. 
• South Commercial Office (C-O) and Multi-Family Residential (R-5 

  PCD) districts which contains the Agua Calienta apartments.   
• East Multi-Family Residential (R-5 PCD) district which contains  

  the Scottsdale Pueblo Norte development.   
• West Single Family Residential (R1-35), which is the North  

  Scottsdale Estates residential subdivision. 
 

APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Applicant’s Request.  
The request is for the lighting of the existing 25,000 square foot equestrian riding 
arena. The park site currently contains a turf-lined retention basin, unlit riding 
arena, pedestrian trail, bridle path and small off-street unpaved parking area.  
Lighting poles and fixtures are designed after much community input to be 
suitable for this location.  No other park modifications are being requested with 
this application. 
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Development Information.   
• Existing Use:  City Neighborhood Park with equestrian 

arena 

• Proposed Use: City Park with lighted neighborhood 
equestrian arena 

• Buildings/Description:   No buildings, existing or proposed 

• Parcel Size:  10+/- acres, existing arena is approximately 
125 feet wide and 200 feet long in area 
(25,000 square feet) 

• Building Height Allowed:  24 feet 

• Existing Building Height:   No buildings 

• Lighting:  6 poles, height measured at 31 feet to the 
bottom of the light fixture 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The equestrian riding arena is proposed to be lighted with six new 31-foot tall 
poles with mounted shoebox fixtures, fully shielded and directed downward.  
The shoebox fixtures are typically found in parking lots, but generally are 
limited to 20 feet in height for parking areas.  The arena lighting is proposed to 
contain light fixtures with high-containment features including extended 
shielding to reduce glare and visibility of the light source from surrounding 
properties 100 feet from the arena.  Arena lighting is controlled by an “on 
demand” switch, which operates on automatic timers and will turn off no later 
than 10:00 PM.   
 
Poles, fixtures and shields will be painted flat gray with a powder-coated finish, 
as agreed to by the neighborhood.  Additional landscaping along the west side of 
the equestrian arena will be provided to reduce the impact of arena lighting on 
neighbors.  The extent of landscaping will be determined after the lights are 
installed to appropriately balance the necessary screening with the desire to 
maintain existing views.   
 
Community Involvement. 
Over the past year there have been multiple public meetings regarding this 
proposal, and there have been both support for and opposition to the arena 
lighting.  The most recent neighborhood meeting was held on April 11, 2006, to 
discuss the lighting plan and details. 
 

OTHER BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS 

In February 2006, the City Council unanimously voted to approve the addition of 
lighting for the riding arena. 
 
In June 2005, the Parks & Recreation Commission unanimously voted to support 
the addition of lighting for the riding arena. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends approval, subject to the attached stipulations. 
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CASE NO. 28-DR-2006 

Stipulations for Case: 
Mescal Park Equestrian Arena Lighting 

28-DR-2006 
Unless otherwise stated, the applicant agrees to complete all requirements prior to final plan approval, to the 
satisfaction of Project Coordinator and the Final Plans staff. 
 

PLANNING  

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS AND PLANS: 

DRB Stipulations 

1. Except as required by the City Code of Ordinances, Zoning Regulations, Subdivision Regulations, and 
the other stipulations herein, the site design and construction shall substantially conform to the following 
documents: 

a. Lighting installation shall be installed and operated to be consistent with the Lighting plans 
submitted by D.H. Lighting Solutions Inc. with a plan date of 4/1/2006. 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING DESIGN: 

DRB Stipulations 

2. Final plans shall comply with all lighting stipulations approved under case 48-DR-86#2 and 48-DR-86. 

RELEVANT CASES: 

Ordinance 

A. At the time of review, the applicable Use Permit case(s) for the subject site were: 48-UP-86#2 and 48-UP-
86.     

ATTACHMENT A 
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